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Become detectives and find out what the magic beans are:
(All information needed is on the slide notes.)

Invite the children to feel or smell the items inside the feely bags – or
display the pictures on the board (slide 3). Think, pair, share what
could be the connection between them all. How could they be linked?
Explain that they will find out throughout the lesson.

The history of beans and meat:
Display the pictures of beans and roast beef and explain how the
balance of how much of each we eat has changed over the centuries
and why. (Slides 4 to 10)

Spill the beans activity:
Scatter the beans over the tables. Children must read the descriptions
of the beans and attempt to sort them into groups.
Reveal the correct answers and discuss some of the facts they have
learned. (Slide 12)

Odd one out activity:
Tell the children to have a look back at the beans they sorted and the
information. Is there an odd one out? Think, pair, share ideas. Once
they have come up with one idea (e.g. colour or size) encourage
another reason. Who can find the most possible reasons for being the
odd one out? (Slides 13 to 17)
Read out the clues for which bean is the odd one out. The children
must look back at the descriptions to work out which bean it is. Reveal
that it is soy, known as “the king of beans”. Although it is a very useful
bean, the growing of soy is also causing devastating deforestation in
tropical forests. But who is eating or using all the soy?

LO: I can use a series of clues to
solve a mystery.

WM (Humanities): Enquiry,
exploration and investigation

inspire curiosity about the
world, its past, present

and future.

Humanities (PS3): I have
actively engaged with a range

of stimuli, and had
opportunities to participate in
enquiries, both collaboratively

and independently.

LNF PS3 – Speaking: I can
contribute to group discussion

in different roles, taking
responsibility for completing the

task well.

Mystery Of
The Magic
Beans
PowerPoint
Feely bags
Chicken
feathers
Vegan bacon
Soil 
Soy beans 
Organic local
beans:
Split fava
beans
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Badger
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Flamingo
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Organic soy
beans
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Bean
descriptions 
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LO
• I know how beef and soy

drive deforestation
• I can describe what positive

action we can take on
deforestation caused by

beef and soy

WM (Humanities): Human
societies are complex and

diverse, and shaped by human
actions and beliefs.

Humanities PS3: I can identify
and explain the main causes

and effects of events in a
range of contexts, and I can
recognise how these impact
communities and societies.

LNF – PS3 speaking: I can
express issues and ideas clearly

using area of learning and
experience/discipline-specific

vocabulary and examples. 

Soy suspects
cards printed
for each group

Find out how soy is causing deforestation and what it is being used
for:
Display slide 19 and discuss what can be seen and what is causing the
deforestation (soy plantations).

Activity 3: Soy suspects 
Divide the class into small groups and give each a set of  soy
suspects cards. The children need to read the information carefully
and order the suspect cards from most to least guilty. What
percentage of soy do they think each suspect eats or uses?
Discuss and invite children to share what they think the percentages
are
Reveal the correct percentages and emphasise that the majority of
soy is used as animal feed for chicken, poultry, cows and pigs. (Slides
21 and 22 )
Revisit the feely bags or slide pictures of the soil, soy, feathers and
bacon. How could they be linked? They are all associated with soy as
the chickens and pigs eat the soy and we eat them through meat and
animal products.

Look at the map and discuss which areas the most soy is grown.
(Slide 24)
Use the slide notes to talk about some of the incredible animals
found in the Atlantic Forest. (Slide 26)
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The Guarani
Explain that not only animals live in the Atlantic Forest, but lots of people, including the Guarani
Indigenous Peoples.
Play film and discuss the issues.
Look at the Guarani artwork and discuss the meaning behind the images and wording. (Slides 27 to 29)

Embedded soy 
Look at the picture with animals and animal products and discuss the links.
Use the soy link cards to sort which products come from which animals and how they are linked to soy
Spot the embedded soy and deforestation in the different meals. (Slides 32 and 33)

Alternative animal feeds
We know that chickens eat a huge amount of soy from tropical forests. Discuss the possible alternative
feeds.

Beef
Watch the film about cattle farming in the Amazon and the catastrophic loss of rainforest as a result.
Beef would be easy to spot on the school menu. Discuss the labels that can we look out for on beef and
dairy products if we want to avoid deforestation? 
What are the solutions? Emphasise eating less but better quality meat and animal products and more
beans and pulses.
Discuss the actions you can take as a school.
Use the questions on the learning check to assess understanding.
If you would like to find out more about the Guarani, use our resource “Guardians of the Atlantic Forest”.

Print out of
Guarani art
cards.

Guardians of
the Atlantic
Forest
PowerPoint

Soy link cards
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L

Read the beef and information card to find out more about how they link
to tropical deforestation.

Have a look at your school menu and search for meals that contain meat
or animal products. These include: beef, chicken, pork, turkey, eggs, milk,
yoghurt, ice-cream, butter, cakes and cheese.

If you have a kitchen, interview the kitchen staff to find out if they know
where the meat and animal products come from.
Look at the packaging for clues and logos such as soil organic, pasture
for life and certified grass fed. 

Use the ‘What’s in your school?’ template to record your findings.
Write to the catering company that supplies your school meals to find
out about where they source the meat and animal products and what
they are fed on. Use our “writing a formal letter” resource to help you.

LO: Find out where the meat and
animal products come from on
your school menu and what the

animals are fed on.

 Humanities PS3: I can
understand the consequences of

my actions and the actions of
others, and how these affect my
locality and Wales, as well as the

wider world.

 LNF – PS3 Speaking: I have
experienced speaking with

different people in a variety of
authentic contexts.

Beef and soy
information card

 
Copies of your
school menu 

What’s in your
school? template

Write a formal letter
resource
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LO: Create an action plan to
change behaviours and

inspire others.

 WM: Informed, self-aware citizens
engage with the challenges and

opportunities that face humanity,
and are able to take considered

and ethical action.

 PS3: I have planned and taken
an active role in response to

challenges and opportunities in my
local community, or in Wales or

the wider world. 

LNF – PS3 Speaking: I have
experienced speaking with

different people in a variety of
authentic contexts.

Now you have gathered your evidence about the coffee and
cacao in your school, it’s time to act! You could:

Write a persuasive letter to your council or Member of the
Senedd (MS) to inform and persuade them to use only
deforestation-free ingredients in your school meals. Use our
persuasive lesson planner to guide you. 
Record a ‘call to action’ to share on social media and tag in your
local council, supermarkets or MS.
Call a business meeting with your school’s caterers and present
the evidence you have gathered about forest-risk ingredients
on your school menu. Use POP to plan for your meeting: What
is the Purpose of this activity? (P) What are the specific
Outcomes we hope to achieve? (O) And only then, what Process
will we use to achieve these outcomes? (P)
Create a deforestation-free alternative to one of the favourite
dishes on the school menu. You must compare the cost of
ingredients and aim to make it nutritionally the same or
superior to the original. 
Make a deforestation-free Korma using our cook-along video to
help you.
For all of the actions, make sure you have used our forest-risk
information cards to support you.

Persuasive
letter planner

Forest-risk
information
cards

Cook-along
video
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In groups pupils could research, plan and collaborate to create
an assembly for pupils, parents and the wider community
using presentation slides.
Script and make your own documentary, film or animation to
share your message about deforestation-free products far and
wide.
Record a podcast using the investigations and positive changes
you have made as a school as inspiration. You could interview
someone from your council, catering company or somebody at
Size Of Wales.
Create a piece of art, music or drama to express the
deforestation-free messaging. Use the Guarani artwork or the
Wampís rap song. https://sizeofwales.org.uk/news/watch-
wampis-nation-youth-premiere-climate-music-video/ as
inspiration.
Invite parents, carers and members of your wider community
to take part in deforestation-free cooking or a bake sale.
Showcase your assembly, film or musical piece with parents,
teachers and pupils. 
Write an article for your local newspaper, a blog or social
media post about your findings and achievements.
Or, choose your own idea and get as creative as possible.

LO: Research, plan and create a
community event to share your

learning and inspire others.

 Humanities WM: Informed, self-
aware citizens engage with the

challenges and opportunities that
face humanity, and are able to take

considered and ethical action.

 LNF-PS3: I can manage money,
compare costs from different

retailers and determine what can be
bought within a given budget. I can
make comparisons between prices
and understand which is best value

for money. I can use profit and loss in
buying and selling calculations.

 DCF: I can work with others to create
an online collaborative project for a

specific purpose, sharing and
appropriately setting permissions for

other group members, e.g. editing,
commenting, viewing.

 Forest-risk
information
cards

Guarani
artwork
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