
Deforestation Free Business Toolkit

•	 Eat/purchase less, but better quality animal 
products, e.g. locally sourced, ethically certified 
meat, dairy, eggs, fish and seafood. Certifications 
include:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 Increase the availability and variety of vegetable 
proteins, e.g. beans, chickpeas, lentils and peas  

•	 Speak to your supplier about their sustainable 
sourcing policies - see our Supplier Engagement 
Questionnaire to help guide your conversations  

•	 Make a public commitment to reduce your 
company’s forest footprint through ethical and 
sustainable sourcing. 

•	 Think food use, not food waste. Food production uses 
vast amounts of resources, including land, water and 
energy. Reducing food waste can help reduce your 
impact on forests and other fragile ecosystems.

Forest-friendly actions:

Forest-risk commodity - Soy (in animal products) and Beef

Social impacts
The Guarani Indigenous Peoples live in Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina and Bolivia. They have 
lost 95 per cent of their ancestral lands due to intensive agriculture, including soy and beef 
production.

Welsh soy imports use a land area 
larger than Monmouthshire every 
year, generating 1.1 million tonnes of 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs).

Welsh beef imports from countries such 
as Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay, use 
136,300 hectares of land every year 
- this is equivalent to the size of the 
Brecon Beacons.

Wales has a larger land footprint in 
Brazil than the rest of the UK. This is 
because Wales consumes more corned 
beef, which nearly always comes from 
Brazil.

The hidden soy in our food: 80-90% of 
imported soy is used to feed livestock, 
including poultry, pigs, sheep and farmed 
fish. 

The Welsh poultry industry consumes 
nearly half of Wales’ imported soy feed 
for livestock. 
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https://www.soilassociation.org/media/4959/policy_report_2010_feeding_the_animals.pdf
https://cdn.sizeofwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/wwf_risky_b_wales.pdf
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