
Deforestation Free Business Toolkit

•	 Promote the use of Fairtrade coffee in your 
workplace. 

•	 Ensure catered events only use/provide Fairtrade 
coffee and cocoa, e.g. for use in desserts and 
confectionery e.g. biscuits. 

•	 Food and hospitality businesses should ensure all 
coffee and cocoa products and ingredients are 
Fairtrade.

Forest-friendly actions:

Forest-risk commodity - Cocoa and Coffee

Welsh cocoa imports require an area of 
land the size of Wrexham county every 
year.

Global coffee production is growing 
by 2 per cent year on year. Most of 
this coffee is grown on land that was 
previously primary forest.

Monocrop coffee plantations are 
responsible for deforestation, soil 
erosion and water pollution.

Fifty-five per cent of these imports are 
grown in countries that are high or very 
high-risk for deforestation and social 
issues, such as child labour.

Welsh consumption of chocolate is slightly 
higher per capita than the rest of the UK.

Shade-grown coffee - the regenerative 
way to grow coffee

The increasing global demand for coffee is driving 
deforestation and land conversion, as producers 
clear more land in order to grow coffee in full sun.

However, coffee can be grown using agroforestry 
principles i.e. with trees, which helps to protect 
the soil and microorganisms, while providing 
shade for the coffee plants. Shade-growing slows 

down the process of transpiration - where water 
evaporates from leaves, stems and flowers - which 
in turn helps to increase yield.

Shade-grown coffee also provides habitats for 
birds and insects who in turn help to control 
pests that eat the coffee plants, meaning fewer 
pesticides are required compared to sun-grown 
coffee. (Read more about shade-grown coffee in 
the inspiring case study Coffee Growing on Mount 
Elgon, Uganda).

Fairtrade

Fairtrade not only ensures fair prices and decent 
working conditions for farmers and workers 
in the Global South, but it also ensures local 
sustainability and environmental protection. (See 
our Certification Guide to find out more.)

Fairtrade also includes a no-deforestation 
criterion.
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