
Deforestation Free Business Toolkit

Forest-risk finances - banking, pensions and investments

Simply switching to an 
ethical pension provider 
is ‘21x more powerful’ at 
reducing your carbon 
footprint than the combined 
impacts of avoiding 
flying, giving up meat, and 
switching to green energy.iii 

i.	 globalcanopy.org/insights/explainer/how-are-pensions-
and-deforestation-linked

ii.	 www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/money-
to-burn-how-iconic-banks-and-investors-fund-the-
destruction-of-the-worlds-largest-rainforests

iii.	 globalcanopy.org/insights/explainer/how-are-pensions-
and-deforestation-linked

Many of our financial investments, such as 
pensions, are tied to environmentally damaging 
activities, including deforestation and habitat 
conversion. 

According to a pensions report from Global 
Canopy, for the average UK pension, £2 of every 
£10 saved is invested in businesses with a high-
risk of deforestation.i This is having devastating 
consequences for Indigenous Peoples, biodiversity, 
climate, and the health of tropical forests. 

Between 2013 and 2019, global financial 
institutions provided $44 billion worth of financing 
to companies driving tropical deforestation and 
habitat conversion.ii

Switch to an ethical bank, insurer, or pension 
pot to make sure your business is not financing 
destructive industries, such as intensive beef, soy 
and palm production.

Simply switching to an ethical pension provider 
is ‘21x more powerful’ at reducing your carbon 
footprint than the combined impacts of avoiding 
flying, giving up meat, and switching to green 
energy.iii

For more information on ethical finance, visit www.
ethicalconsumer.org/money-finance 

£2 of every £10 saved is 
invested in businesses with a 

high-risk of deforestation
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