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This photo pack has been compiled to introduce different aspects of the rainforest theme and can be used to stimulate 
discussion and enquiry. These notes demonstrate the scope of ideas and issues that could arise.  

1. Forest elephants in water, Congo  

Forest elephants in the Congo rainforest like to visit the shallow natural lake in 
the middle of the forest to drink and bath at the end of the day. 

How are forest elephants different from other elephants? Are their numbers 
going up or down? Why might they be in danger?  

2. Ranger protecting gorillas in Virunga National Park, DR Congo 

What is he using a handheld GPS for? How else might this be used in the 
forests? Who pays his wages? Why has he got a uniform? What is on the 
badge? 

3. Girls collecting water in rainforest town, Pokone, Congo 

How far have they travelled? Are they enjoying themselves? Do they go to 
school? What would they like to be when they grow up?  

4. On the road...  Udzungwa Mountains, Tanzania 

Where are they going? What are they talking about? How do they view the 
forest? What are their aspirations for the future?  

5. Eco-tourists visiting gorillas Parc National des Volcans, Rwanda  

Who is looking at whom? Where are they from? How much did their holiday 
cost? What else are they going to do on holiday? Are they important to 
protecting the gorillas, or part of the problem? Do they contribute to the local 
economy? If so how?  

6. A lone football fan, Loango National Park, Gabon  

Where are the players? What is he sitting on? What teams do they support? Do 
they watch football on TV? Might they support the teams we support? How was 
the clearing made?  

7. Baka Pygmy family temporary leaf house, Congo, near Cameroon border 

How are they using forest products? What are they using for food… for fuel? 
What do they use that comes from outside the forest? How are the houses 
made? What is she weaving? How are they like your family? 

8. Bush meat, Cameroon 

Why has the monkey been killed? How will it be cooked? What does it taste 
like? Why is protein important? What animals do we eat? Would some people 
be against this? Why? Do some animals need protection? 

9. Fuel-wood, Bamenda Highlands, Cameroon 

How far has he got to go? Does he go to school? Does he enjoy helping with this 
task? What will the wood be used for? What is the impact of fuel wood demand 
on the forests? 

10. Making planks in a rainforest saw mill, Congo   

This is the first FSC certified forest concession in tropical Africa and the 
timber is extracted as part of a sophisticated sustainable management plan. 

What size is this factory? Who owns it? What are the conditions like for the 
workers? What are they wearing? What is the mask for? What might the logs 
be made into? Will this be produced locally or exported for manufacture in 
other parts of the world? 

11. Tending young teak tree, women’s cooperative nursery, Tanzania 

Why is it important to plant trees? How do they need tending? Are these 
women being paid? How is that funded? How long before this becomes a 
tree? What incentive is there to think- long term? 

12. Community discussion about plans, Democratic Republic of Congo 

What might they be discussing? Why are they sketching in the sand? What 
different views might there be about future use of land? Who will decide? 

13. Logger chain-sawing Sapele tree, Congo 

This is part of the same sustainable scheme as #10. 

Where did the chainsaw come from? Who decides which tree to fell? What 
protective clothing is he wearing? How much is the tree worth? What might it 
be used for? Where will it go? Who owns it? Does he work for a big company 
or a local industry? 

14. Oil palm plantation, south west Cameroon 

How was the forest cleared? Who took the initiative to plant these trees? 
How is it different from the primary forest? Who lives in the houses? How old 
is the plantation? Who owns it? Does it help with the local economy? How? 

15. Young boy who lives on the edge of Udzungwa National Park. 

Looking to the future. What will the forest be like when he grows up?  

What will the forest be like when he grows up? Is this a tradition of planting 
for the future, or has it been initiated by a project? What are the plant pots 
made of? How many young trees are there in this nursery? 

16. Tropical rainforest landscape, South-west Cameroon. 

How big an area is this bit of the forest? How big is this river? Is the river 
important to people locally? How many different kinds of tree are there? 
What other plants and animals make up the forest? 

 

For additional questions and activities download ‘A Fresh Look at Tropical 
Rainforests’ Pack. 


